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Lesson IV, God’s Kingdom and His Authority


God’s Kingdom and His Authority

I.  The importance of receiving those in authority.

A. Luke 20:9-18.  Jesus and the delegated authority

1. People will treat the Son the same way they treat those who come before Him.

a. Verses 10-14

b. Jesus put Himself one step behind His delegates, they are first.

(1) Those who receive God’s delegates receive Jesus too.  (Matthew 10:40)

(2)  Those that reject God’s delegates reject Him.

2. Authority is something that we can not ignore.  We have to know that it is something very important.

a. Verse 17-18

(1)  If we fall under it, in submission, we will be broken

(2)  If not, we will be crushed.

b. Mt. 23: 37-39.  It may come a time in which a person will not “see” or receive the Lord until he says “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”

II. The Kingdom of God 

A.  The end of the Age is coming.  

B.  The Sign of the End will be that the gospel will be preached in the whole world.  (Mt. 24:1-14)

1. The disciples asked two questions (Mt. 24:3)

a. When those things will happen? (plural)

b. When the sign (singular) of His coming and of the end of age?

2. Jesus answered:  Many signs (plural) verses 4-13, but He affirmed twice that those are not the signs of end.  (Verses 6 & 8:  “Those are the beginning of birth pains.”)

3. Verse 14 tells us specifically when it will come.  The gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

a. What kingdom?  The kingdom of God.

b. What is the purpose of preaching the gospel of the kingdom?  Be a testimony to all nations.

c. The testimony to all nations will be a demonstration of how He rules.

4. Therefore, the end will come when there will be a testimony to all nations of God’s kingdom and government.

III. Relationship between God’s Kingdom and His authority

A.  This concept is very simple.

B.  Where is God’s Kingdom?

1. It is the same answer we would give if we were asking the same question regarding another government or kingdom.  (Where are the limits or boundaries?)

2. In any place where the authority of this specific government is extended.

3. Therefore, God’s kingdom is in any place in where He is in charge.

4. If we want to extend the kingdom of God, we should manifest His authority.

IV. How is manifested God’s Authority?

A.   2 Corinthians 5:14 - God never controls or dominates us by force.

1. He will never obligate someone to submit to His authority.

2. He could do it, but it is not what He wants.

3. This is the way the devil does.  He controls, manipulates, etc.

B. The Lord has chosen that the act of submission to His authority is an act of the will, not something imposed

1. It is an offering of our free will.  We chose to submit our rights, desires and will to Him.

2. It is a decision of love.

C. From the beginning, the Lord’s desire has been to manifest His kingdom through the free submission to His kingdom.

1. It started with Adam (Genesis 1:28)

2. Even when the mankind failed to submit, in love, to His authority, He has kept the plan He promised through His prophets.  His kingdom will come through a relationship of love with His people.  (Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 110:1-3)

D.  1 Corinthians 15:45-47 – Jesus, the second Adam, did what no other man has done before.  (Isaiah 53:6) He brought the Kingdom of God to man.

1. As a man, He submitted and was obedient in everything.  Nobody forced Him.  (Philippians 2:5-11)

2. He gave us an example.  We can submit to God.

3. On the cross Jesus established the kingdom of God in earth.  (verse 8)

V.  How Jesus spreads the Kingdom

A.  He came to earth as a man and He submitted to the authority of the Father.

1. Philippians 2:9.  

2. Matthew 28:18 - All authority was given to Him.

3. He got all authority by His perfect submission and obedience.

B.  2 Corinthians 5:16 says, “Though we once regarded Christ from a worldly point of view, we do so no longer.

1. Now we know Him as the one who was taken up to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He has given us three ways to submit to His authority:

a. The Holy Spirit

b. The Word of God

c. Delegated authority

C.  When He went away, the Holy Spirit came (John 16: 4-7)

1. Before Jesus was taken up to heaven, He (and His authority) was in a specific place - wherever He was.

2. Now, His authority is available everywhere, at the same time, by the Holy Spirit.

D.  His ascension let the Word be finished.  (The New Testament)  The Word is our maximum authority.  (John 16:13, 14:26; 12:48; 2 Timothy 3:16, Hebrew 4:12)

E.  Jesus manifested His authority through those whom He delegated it.

1. After He received His authority, He sent His people to manifest and spread the kingdom to all nations.

2. Jesus was taken up to heaven and He put His authority over the church, in the way of ministries.

3. The church is the people who can manifest the kingdom in every area of life.

a. The church and the kingdom are not the same thing.

(1) The kingdom is bigger than the church

(2) Unfortunately, the church does not always manifest the kingdom of God.  It is just manifested when there is submission to the authority.

(3) The kingdom has to be manifested in the earth in all areas.  Government, family, business, arts, etc.

VI. How we spread the kingdom

A.  When we decide to submit to any kind of authority (Matthew 24:14)

B.  When we are under authority (and just then) we can be in authority (Matthew 8)

      1.  We represent His authority.

      2.  As His delegates, we manifest His authority and spread  His kingdom.

C.  The goal of submission:  Bring His kingdom to earth.

Teaching Review

Session IV

1.  Is there a relationship between the way we receive those whose God has sent and the way we receive Him?  Yes _________ No  ________________ Explain:

2.  Can we ignore or subject authority?  Yes __________ No ___________  Explain:

3.  Explain the relationship between God’s kingdom and His authority?

4.  How is God’s Kingdom manifested on earth?

5.  Who established obedience through His example between men?  (Philippians 2:9)

6.  When was given to Jesus all authority?   (Matthew 28:18)

7.  Name the three ways in which Jesus delegated His authority:

8.  According to Matthew 8:5-13, mention the qualities of a person in authority:

9.  If we are in authority, are we able to manifest His authority?   Yes __________ No ________  How could it be?

[image: image1.emf]