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Lesson II, Service, The Example of Jesus

Service:  The Example of Jesus
I.  Christian Service requires revelation

A.  The truths of the Kingdom are the opposite to our natural understanding.

1. Luke 22: 24-27.  The world has as system of leadership, the “mentality of the boss”.  The kingdom of God is completely the opposite.

2. Mark 9:33-35.  

3. Matthew 23:10-12.  This theme is very serious.  It is the only way in which the Lord works.  The Lord will protect His church.

B.  In order for us to serve we have to become servants.

1. The disciples did not need their faith to be increased.

2. What they needed was to become servants among themselves.  Only the servants can serve.  To serve appropriately you have to become a servant.

C.  The key to receiving the revelation of the Christian service and walk into it is to renounce to our rights.
II. The Attitude to Serve

A.  It is necessary to look not only to your own interests. (Phil. 2:1-11)

1. Not looking to your own interests means to decide in favor of the best for others without considering the cost, or our importance.

2. Not looking to your own interests is a decision based on your will, not on your feelings. 

3. Security helps to look not only to our own interests.

B.
The Example of Jesus (John 13:1-20) 

John 13 narrates the Last Supper. It was Jesus’ last time with the disciples. They were to remember what He did and what He said at that time. In John 13: 1-20, He gives them the last lesson on serving others, His example. 

1. John 13:1-4

a. Verse 1 – Jesus knew that His time on earth was coming to an end. He knew that, at His time of departure, what He had left behind was going to produce fruit, multiply, and last. We ought to consider doing things in our lives that in the end will have a lasting significance.

b. Jesus loved those who were His and He loved them until the end. Jesus’ love was total and complete. The type of love Jesus has seeks to do the best for the others. As leaders, who follow His example of love, we should consider those whom we lead more important than ourselves (Phil 2:3). WE should give our lives (the things we are interested in) for them. 

c. Jesus knew that Judas was going to betray Him. He could not trust him, but He still allowed him to stay.  Jesus served him. He washed Judas’ feet. There will always be people whom you lead but can not trust. Following Jesus’ example, we do not necessarily need to trust them, but we should serve them and care for them. Serve the “Judas’ in the same manner you serve those whom you trust.

d. There will always be different types of people in a group. There will always be different levels of commitment. There were the 12, then the 70, then the 120, the 500, and finally, the multitudes that came to Jesus to be ministered to. He served them in different ways.

e. Jesus knew He came from God, and He was returning to His throne and that He had all things in His hands.  He knew He was number 1.  Being the King of kings and Lord of lords, He could have demanded to be served. Instead, He stood up and washed the others feet.  As a person in leadership, we should set and example and serve, not allowing in us an attitude that demands being served.

f. Jesus was secure in serving others because He knew who He was and where He was going. If you, as leader, know that God placed you there, then you don’t have to attach yourself to your position. Instead, you are freed to serve. (Example: a building owner that does maintenance).
2. John 13: 4-5

Note the detail with which John describes Jesus while He serves. Serving is specific. Serving is not general. There are specific details for each area of service according to each one’s call. A teacher teaches. A giver gives. (Romans 12:6-8).  As your ministry develops, the details are going to be changing the same way it happened to the disciples in Acts 6. A pastor could not pastor a church if they tried to do the work of all the deacons. 

3. John 13: 6-8

Peter had problems with being served. He could not step down from his position of leadership to receive ministry. Never get to the point where you can’t receive ministry from those above you, at your side, or under you. “Submit one unto another in the fear of the Lord,” Ephesians 5:21. A false attitude of chauvinism informs your mind, “If I show weakness, they will reject me.” To receive from others is a sign of maturity. 
4. John 13:9-10
Peter does an about face. Now he wants to be washed completely from his head to his toes. On the other side of the spectrum, there are people that believe that unless all of their problems are resolved they can’t minister to others. Your ability to minister depends on who you are in Christ, not on how many problems you have. You will always have obstacles, but you should continue to minister through Christ who strengthens you.

5. John 13:11-20

a. The higher the position and the greater the responsibility, the greater our example of serving should be.  Jesus had the highest position and responsibility, so He became the greatest servant among them. As leaders, the higher the calling of God on you, the greater should be your example of service to others ( Mark 10:42).
b. Verse 20- We should walk confidently that as we go to minister, it is God who goes with us. To reject you and your ministry is to reject God. Therefore, do not worry or feel it’s about you when they reject you. They are rejecting God (Luke 10:6).
c. The good news is that when you minister to others and they receive you, not only have they received you but the have received God himself. You truly bring God to the people through your ministry!

C.  James 2:15-16

1. The act of serving will move you from where you are right now. 

a. The flesh does not want to put forth any type of effort for others.

b. The flesh must be put under submission.

2. When it is our turn to serve, generally it will not be a convenient time. As leaders, we will realize that people come up with problems at the most inconvenient or strange times. 

3. We need to serve people with our gifts.

a. A leader guides and serves with their gifts. The leader’s work for the Body of Christ is to guide, be a leader.

b. But… a true servant can serve whether leading, serving coffee or cleaning bathrooms. It’s all the same – Christian service. (Usually the best use we can make of our time is to serve in our calling.)

4. We need to serve physically.

a. Help others clean their house.

b. Help others work on their car.

c. Help others move.

d. Help taking care of children whenever necessary.

e. Run errands for others.

III. Whom should we serve?

A. Serve those that are over us.

1. Luke 16:1-12 - The test to know if you are ready for your own ministry is to be faithful in someone else’s ministry.

2. Matthew 25:14-30 – Jesus always rewards people who are faithful and fruitful in the area they have been delegated. 

B.   Serve those who are under us. (Matthew 20:25-28; John 13)  Jesus is our supreme example.

C.  Serve your brothers and sister in the Lord.
1. If we are not willing to serve our brothers and sister, we do not have agape love.
2. It is a commandment of the Lord.  (John 13:14)

3. When every member of the body of Christ serves in their place, where God has placed them, the body is built up in love and it becomes a testimony to the world.  (Ephesians 4:15-16; John 13:34)

D.  Serve the people of the world.
1. Luke 10:25-37, Proverbs 3:27 – We have the obligation to serve all who are in need.

2. The proclamation of the gospel is not only in word, but in works and deeds.  Jesus served the whole world (and the world was not saved)  to the point of giving His life for it.
Teaching Review

1.  Explain the difference between the world leadership system and the Kingdom leadership system.  (Luke 22:24, Mark 9:33-35, 23:10-12)

2.  Before we can be able to _________________ we should become ______________________.

3.  What is the key to understand the truth of the Christian service?  (Matthew 10: 38-39)

4.  What does it mean to humble ourselves?

5.  Make a list of the seven steps Jesus followed.

6.  In the kingdom of God things are the opposite to the things of the world.  To exalt yourself in the kingdom of God you need to ______________________ yourself.

7.  Read John 13: 1-20.  What is Jesus teaching us?

8.  Jesus was about to conclude His ministry on earth.  (John 13:1)  He knew that His ministry was going to be multiplied and will last forever.  Do you have a plan now, so at the end of your life you will leave something significant and lasting?  If your answer is yes, explain.  If your answer is no, What would you like to see happening?
9.  John 13:1 says that Jesus loved them until the end.  How could the love of God in you affect those who you lead?

10.  Jesus served even Judas.  What does it teach to you?

11.  What does Luke 16:10-12 teach you?  How do you apply it to your personal life?
Video Session V

Notes
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Why is it often difficult for us to submit to an authority that we do not respect?

2. Why do you think God wants Christians to always maintain an attitude of humility and submission to authorities? What does this show the world?

3. List the four divisions of delegated authority found in the New Testament:

4. What is the nonmilitary definition of the word “subject” found in Romans 13:1?  To be subject is

5. Why is it important to understand that God raises up, or appoints authorities?

6. How can our lives take on meaning and purpose with proper understanding of authority?  


Personal Application

7. How does this verse (Exodus 9:16) confirm to us God’s control over all things?

Personal Application
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